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That is what the American labor 

movement and our commitment to our 
workers is about—to speak out on be-
half of honest pay for an honest day’s 
work. It is a story of a nation—and a 
government—respecting the dignity of 
work and reflecting the decency and 
dedication of workers. 

It has been nearly 80 years since 
American workers’ right to collective 
bargaining has been confirmed. We 
have been doing this experiment for 80 
years. Rather than ending that right— 
and, with it, squeezing the middle 
class—we should be working to pre-
serve and expand the rights of workers. 

We need equal pay for women, and we 
need a minimum wage that supports 
families. The minimum wage is worth 
30 percent less today in real purchasing 
dollars than it was 30 years ago. Rather 
than eroding that, we need to strength-
en and grow the middle class, and we 
need paid family leave and paid sick 
leave. 

We need to be able to make it a little 
bit easier for a union, for workers to 
stand up to corporate interests when 
workers’ interests are not respected. 

That should be on the Senate’s agen-
da, but sadly it is not. Instead, we have 
wasted our time on a resolution that 
we know will fail—all to pay back po-
litical scoring points for those corpora-
tions that fund campaigns and con-
tinue to dissolve organized labor. With-
out a veto-proof majority—and the res-
olution wasn’t even close to that last 
Tuesday—we know it is nothing more 
than an empty gesture. Just as impor-
tantly, we know that if this resolution 
succeeded, it would do real damage to 
working Americans by impeding their 
ability to come together to organize 
and to build the power they have in 
numbers to be able to get their fair 
share of the American dream. 

f 

EXTENSION OF CHIP FUNDING 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, it has 
been 1 month since I took to the floor 
of this body to urge my colleagues to 
work together to extend funding for 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, or CHIP. Just this past month, I 
have held roundtables at almost every 
major city in Ohio to hear more about 
what CHIP means to people in Ohio. At 
each of these roundtables, I spoke with 
families who depend on CHIP to get 
their kids the care they need. 

Please understand that there are 
130,000 Ohio children who are eligible 
for CHIP and who have benefited from 
CHIP, and in almost every case they 
are the sons and daughters of parents 

who work. These are parents who don’t 
make enough money and don’t work at 
a place where the employer provides 
insurance. They may be $9, $10, $11 or 
$12 an hour jobs. They are working, and 
the income they are making simply 
isn’t enough to buy insurance for their 
kids and for their families. So that is 
the importance of rewarding work. 
These 130,000 children now have insur-
ance because of a bipartisan bill, the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
They have had it for 20 years. 

It is in jeopardy now. Last week I 
was at the John R. Maloney Health 
Center in Columbus, where more kids 
rely on CHIP than anywhere else in the 
State. Some 13,000 children in Franklin 
County alone have health coverage be-
cause of CHIP. 

I spoke with Meredith Mendoza, a 
mother living in Gahanna, OH. She 
works full time as a medical inter-
preter and makes too much to qualify 
for Medicaid but not quite enough to 
afford health insurance, and her em-
ployer doesn’t provide it. Three of her 
four children have affordable, com-
prehensive coverage because of CHIP. 

CHIP provides a sigh of relief for par-
ents such as Meredith because CHIP 
means better access to comprehensive 
care for their children. Providing 
health insurance to low-income chil-
dren isn’t just the right thing to do; it 
is the smart thing to do. 

This is why it is the smart thing to 
do. It allays the anxiety that so many 
families have about one of their chil-
dren getting sick. It helps families feel 
more secure that they won’t be wiped 
out financially and in other ways by a 
sick child. It helps that child do better 
in school because the child will miss 
fewer days and the child will feel bet-
ter. It gives that child preventive care. 
It means vaccines, preventive health 
care, getting physicals, and it means 
dental care. It means better perform-
ance in school. CHIP means all of that. 

But the problem is that the CHIP law 
is until 2019. We authorized it a couple 
years ago. The funding runs out in Sep-
tember. My Governor, the Republican 
Governor of Ohio, wants to see us fund 
CHIP through 2019 so we can continue 
to provide this insurance to all 130,000 
children in my State. 

If we don’t act now, States will have 
to assume that CHIP is expiring, as 
they go through their budget process. 
In other words, CHIP funding runs out 
in September, but States—through 
their legislative process, where fiscal 
years often end during the early or 
mid-summer—need to begin to work 
this through their budgets right now. 

The Utah legislature adjourns this 
week, March 12; New Mexico, March 21; 
Idaho, April 3; Tennessee, April 17; 
Alaska, April 19; Iowa, April 21; and 
Montana, April 27. All but seven State 
legislatures adjourn before September. 
That makes the need to act even more 
dire. 

That is why I was proud to introduce 
legislation last month called the Pro-
tecting And Retaining Our Children’s 
Health Insurance Program Act, or 
PRO-CHIP. It has been endorsed by 
every children’s hospital in Ohio, al-
most all of them around the country, 
several national groups—the March of 
Dimes, the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, the Children’s Hospital Associa-
tion, Families USA—all kinds of peo-
ple, and all kinds of groups. 

CHIP just makes sense. Protecting 
health coverage, protecting health in-
surance, and providing health insur-
ance to low-income children isn’t just 
the smart thing to do; it is the right 
thing to do. 

I call on my colleagues to pass the 
CHIP refunding bill so that it doesn’t 
run out in September. Then States can 
plan so we can provide the health in-
surance to 10 million children—almost 
all of whose parents work for a living 
and who simply don’t make enough 
money to provide insurance for their 
families. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:04 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, March 10, 
2015, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 9, 2015: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

DANIEL HENRY MARTI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE INTELLEC-
TUAL PROPERTY ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR, EXECU-
TIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

MICHELLE K. LEE, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE. 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 

JEFFERY S. HALL, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION BOARD, FARM 
CREDIT ADMINISTRATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTO-
BER 13, 2018. 

DALLAS P. TONSAGER, OF SOUTH DAKOTA, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
BOARD, FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION, FOR A TERM 
EXPIRING MAY 21, 2020. 
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